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Tibetan Buddhism in Taiwan:

the Tibetan and Chinese masters contribution

Fabienne Jagou

maitre de conférences at the Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient

Taiwan is fundamentally a religious country. Its inhabitants are very receptive
to any kind of religion and humanism. This exceptional tolerance towards religion can
be noticed everywhere. A new phenomenon appeared these last years. Tibetan
Buddhism is flourishing all over Taiwan. Tibetan and Chinese masters teach Tibetan
Buddhism. Monks and nuns take Tibetan Buddhism vows. Lay people adhere to

Tibetan Buddhism and enjoy being actors of a new form of humanitarian Buddhism.



From 1949 onwards, Tibetan Buddhism began to spread in Taiwan. Tibetan
lamas and Chinese monks and nuns are at the origins of this new religion coming into
Taiwan. Among those lamas, we encounter some very closed with the State, others
who keep low profile and others who teach Tibetan Buddhism under the cover of lay
people houses. Each of these lamas had his own way to communicate with Taiwanese
about Buddhism. This is this first stage of Tibetan Buddhism diffusion that we intent
to present from an historical point of view by thinking about the difficulties those
masters met from the political context or the help they received from Taiwanese

people and finally succeeded in implementing Tibetan Buddhism in Taiwan.
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