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Street Food Vending and Paradoxes of Social Change in Taiwan
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Western countries blamed Asian wet markets for COVID-19, but wet markets
supply fresh vegetables, meat and seafood for many consumers across the developing
world. At the same time, open-air food markets are controversial among consumers in
Asia. Due to sanitation concerns, some Asian consumers avoid night markets. Other
consumers are drawn to night markets to sample famous foods and experience the
boisterous atmosphere. Controversies surrounding street food vending stretch back
decades and span the globe. This talk highlights findings from hundreds of hours of
participant observation and interviews with dozens of merchants and customers,
conducted during five research trips to Taiwan between July 2024 and June 2026.
Specifically, the talk will examine technological innovations in today’s markets, which
are ‘“‘cosmopolitan canopies.” Specifically, the talk will examine technological
innovations in today’s markets, which are “cosmopolitan canopies.”
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Dr. Rachel Core is a comparative-historical sociologist who researches how social
structures and institutions affect health in Asia societies. In 2010-11, she was awarded
a Fulbright Fellowship to support data collection for her Ph.D. research at Johns
Hopkins University. In 2021, she was awarded a Taiwan Fellowship and Center for
Chinese Studies research grant. In 2023, Hong Kong University Press published her
book, Tuberculosis Control and Institutional Change in Shanghai, 1911-2011. In 2024-
26, she has held a two-year research fellowship from the Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation
for Scholarly Exchange to support data collection for her next book on community,
civility, and social change in Taiwan’s food markets. Dr. Core chairs the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at Stetson University, where she has been promoted to the
rank of full Professor in 2026.



