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i post-World War Il era. His works include the




Zhou Lan-ping’s

Years in Taiwan

en Islan
vielody of Re:

" In 1961 he began collaborati
with Four Seas Records on series of
best-seling releases such as Chinese

opular Songs FLBAEHIREE. In 1962, he
to Hong Kong to further his career.

Zhou Lan-ping’s
Hong Kong Career

The summer of 1962 is considered the
beginning of Zhou Lan-ping's career in
Hong Kong, when he was immersed in his
work at Shaw Brothers BB 75 AF].
However, he did retumn to Taiwan several
times during this period: at the end of
1963, he rendered his services to Li
Han-xiang's Z&#i¥ Grand Motion Picture
Company BB/ 7], returning to Shaw
Brothers at the beginning of 1965; andin
1970, he invested in the musical film Five
Plus Five A%1{E, taking on music and
production duties. The expectations of
everyone from close friends to the outside
world towards this internationally-famous
sangwriter grew with each passing day,
bringing with it significant pressure. On
17th May, 1971, while working on the
score for the film Red Beard fI8&F
despite illness, his health took a serious furn
for the worse




Zhou Lan-ping in Film

In his early career, as an actor Zhou
Lan-ping moved from place to place, and
as a composer immersed himself in film
work. Able fo sing, dance, and act, his
performances dazled audiences, and
eamed him the accolade of being the first
Taiwanese musician to be awarded a gold
medal at an international film exhibifion, His
work was later described by a critic as
possessing a subtle, groceful beauty and
richness. Zhou's work in the Taiwanese and
Hong Kong fim industries can be divided
into formative (pre-1955), foundation
(1955-1962), flourshing (1962-1964), peak
(1965-1967), and mature [1967-1971)
periods.

The Love Eterne

Scored by Zhou Lan-ping, the Shaw
Brothers release The Love Eferne Z2111{REE
MIEE was screened in Taiwan and Hong
Kong in April 1964, The film is very highly
regarded, enjoying a certain place in
discussions of history, culfure, social
development, and film aesthetics. It is seen
as a fulfiment of the great potential of the
Chinese film industry in Asia, and
completely embodies Zhou's musical
reform of the so-called popular folk
melody musicals EiEETNER Y.




Chou Lan-ping’s Music
for the New School

of Wuxia Films

TIE (1970) folowed earlier successes he
had had with The Love Eteme (1944) and
The Boat Girl 7k_EAZ (1968}, eaming him
his third win in the 'Best Score' category ot
the Golden Horse Awards % B8,
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The Story of

Four Seas Records

In 1952, Liao Qiar-yuan 87T founded the
Four Seas Press [Uig®#Rit, which he
expanded and renamed Four Seas
Publishing FUi§HARRE in 1957. During this
fime he released the album series The
World's Best Songs tH 57 & H#%E and The
Best Chinese Songs "FEI-2RURE, both of
which were well-received by the public. In
1958, Four Seas entered audio publishing
with the release of language insfruction
records, festive-themed records, the
Chinese Popular Songs series, dance music
albums, and also combining audio and
print publishing to produce the audio
periodicals Four Seas Magazine U BEEEE,
and Four Seas Children's Audio Magazine
VOB EE5# 2. Four Seas Records IUjE08
F gt formally




Four Seas Records

Captures the
Mass-Market

Four Seas' creative ideas captured the
mass-market, fulfiling Lioo Qian-yuan's lofty
goal of breaking into the global Chinese
market with his Taiwan-produced records.
The company first made its name with its
‘popular songs’, whereby Westem songs
were released every week, and by
gathering together and releasing the music
of arfists such as Zhou Lan-ping os the
Chinese Popular Songs series. Besides these,
themed albums designed especially for
occasions such as Chinese New Year and
weddings, and albums of dance music,
such as Tango or popular songs amanged
for Chinese instruments, were aimed at
different tastes and occasions, and were a
completely new production concept at
the time. Al the same fime, Liao laid the
foundations for the future by ferming the
Four Seas Children's Choir and jointly
producing children's programs with the
Police EBroadeasting I 3rA 0]
and the Liltle Singers At senes.of choir

music. 4

The Many

Sounds of

Four Seas Records

After Four Seas Records' heyday of the
1940s, Lico Qian-yuan began to stress the
elevation of culture, resulting in an even
greater variety of styles. He increasingly
produced classical records, including
choral, solo, woodwind and string, violin
music, and solo and orchestral
performances featuring fradifional
instruments such as the pipa E& guzheng
58, di &, erhu —# and yanggin #8%:
almost every record had its own disfinct
style. These records reflect the social frends
and cultural ideas of the time, and can be
seen as the sound of a particular erain
Taiwan, as well as preserving the fruit of the
painstaking work of a large number of
Taiwanese musicians,




Zhou Lan-ping
and Chinese
Popular Songs

Before departing for Hong Kong to further
his career, Zhou Lan-ping met Lico
Giarryuan, and together they produced
the Chinese Popular Songs series. A total of
12 volumes were released between April
1962 and the end of that year. The first
three volumes comprised 24 songs. which
included songs Zhou himself had written
since 1954's "Green lsland Serenade,” as
well as new amangements of Taiwanese
and Jopanese songs that had been

popular during the period of Jopanese rule,

for which new Mandarin Chinese lyrics had
been written. This was the first planned
release of popular songs in Mandarin

inese produced in Taiwan,
demonsirating both Zhou Lan-ping's
creative capacity and illustrating Lico
Qian-yuan's ardent refusal fo allow Hong
Kong records to dominate.

: L4
The Popularity of

“Green Island
Serenade”
in the

Asia-Pacific Region

“Green lond Serenade" was originally a
song Zhou Lan-ping wrote as a pledge of
his love for his girtfriend Li HuHun ZEB{&.
Early on, versions of it were recorded by Ji

%8 ond Qin Jin B8
in Taiwan; later it amived in Hong Kong
and new lyrics were written for it, resulting
in an English language version and several
Cantonese versions. Among these, a
version called “The Light of Fiendship &g
23" became a popular song of farewell.
When "Green Island Serenade" reached
south-east Asig, it became popular there
too, and in the course of time came to be
cherished by people there as a song from
their hometown. Soon after the opening
up of Ching, the song spread along the
coast and inland as far os Henan and
Sichuan provinces, and became much
loved in those regions.
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