"REXFALR BT
RTBZaErs <59 7R3 A006)F 11 7 253 26 p K5
ko GEETEATERR JESEER AR S E HEFy
v RS ;;ﬂ;ﬁ‘ﬁaﬂ&:(g;ig CFRIE L ~ BRI A o

NERESRE O BIRATERD - B o R @R E

TE O WRA B A BB E TR ETE e Fed g haE

A R ERRGEE ER RS Fa iy KL R s

T
e



==
<<
Z= <Chengdu
=
=
=

sohanghai JArANn
wuhan
i in o llnn}:zh'\-u. =
ongc ol
S Ningbo® S
: -
Zigong Nanchang =~
u%’ Wenzhou 5=
= .= ~ ~
= Changsha &
JLOouiyang Okinay N =
INDIA Eazhoul Naha¥ o =
Kunming aipei =%
2 -
- Xiamen_ o =
Guangzhou Shantou =
o5k 2 = Kao-hs & Taiwan
.A\lun«la]ny \nnlnln{\ o l\c'-n:\\]%. .\11\{““1“-
i Zbanjiang Macau .
BURMA 3 T - SIATR =7
Akyab = Haiphong e Feavre
L = LLAOS
3 - BABUYAN ISLANDS
Chiang 7 - Hairnarm
Nai Vientianc *\vinh Dao
P = =
i Rangoon
Pathein 7 PARACEL ¢
- B e ISLANDS Luzorn
Mawlamyine 1 i1
Nanila
Dan _} » , e
‘é - MMindgro
! > > = 3 >amar
: I L P PsL DT ESS
Panay Uoilo
e cebu
Pdalawar Bacolod '
SPRATLY > g £
) o ISLANDS Joagavan de Oro
NICOBAR s NTiridexiie
ISLANDS > | ot < 2 - ri « i«
Iledan

Koror
LI ALL
- Kuala Lumpur
e MALAY SIA
felalks

Exhibition Time & Location:

2017, November 25-26: 1F, Block KB, Sungai Long Campus, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR)
2017, November 27- December 31: Mary KUOK Pick Hoo Library, Sungai Long Campus, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR)
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Immigrants in the Malay Archipelago
and the Emergence of Malaysian
Chinese Literature

Chinese people started to migrate to Southeast Asia as early as the Qin
and Han dynasties (221BCE-220). It reached the peak with waves of
mass migrations in the 1950s when the number of Chinese immigrants
in the area surpassed 5 million. Now, Chinese immigrants are not only
a vital force in Southeast Asia with their economic power and social
positions, but they have produced a specific kind of Chinese literature
with their unique cultural attributes that combine Chinese tradition and
Southeast Asian living experiences. Among the regions in Southeast
Asia, Malaysia, in particular, has
produced more Chinese literary works
than the others, thus “Malaysian
Chinese literature” has become a
specific field that refers to Chinese
literary works with a setting in
Malaysia (including Sabah in
Northern Borneo, Sarawak, and
Singapore before 1965), especially
those written in Chinese by Chinese
Malaysians in Malaysia, Singapore el “
and other regions in the 1920s and [S=== & = =
after. B KA : wwwmiddlebury.eduwscs
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Before the Republic of China was established (1911), Malaysian Chinese literature
was mainly composed of works written by Chinese authors in Southeast Asia,
similar to traditional Chinese literary works. The poetry of Huang Zunxian (1848-
1905) and Qiu Shuyuan (1847-1941) are representatives of this type of literature.
With the unfolding of the May Forth Movement in the beginning of the 20th century,
vernacular Chinese gradually replaced classical Chinese and old poetry and became
the main medium in the literary creation for Chinese living in Southeast Asia. In the
1930s, as left-wing literature attracted mass readership, many Chinese authors came
to the region to publish newspapers and magazines, import books, and create literary
works of an increasingly leftist nature. Thus progressive thinking and realism became
the mainstream of Malaysian Chinese literature leading up to and even during the
Second Sino-Japanese War.

(1¥61-Lv81 ) BB

S
|
—~
—
®©
=
®
—
%)
=
S
N




—HERE BRESREXREAR > HLERH -
1950 F4X, > BHR B BEAN TIAE R R AP EHK
B EWMBULTERIME S RARES o EIBUSEEHT -
W T B R E D EA S RAE A XALB & e R
Bl o B4l a8 1% 8 5 30 Fl R B d ik & SL B
HERELEAGHEEC o

BB E X B MR
R HER

Malaysian Chinese Literature in Taiwan:
Its Early Features

After World War II, Malaysia emerged from British
colonialism and became an independent country. In the
1950s, Malaysia was a country composed of various
ethnic groups but was mainly controlled by the Malays,
a primarily Islamic people. The political leadership
magnified the cultural and historical differences
between Chinese Malaysians and other ethnic groups,
resulting in tense interracial relationships and creating
an identity -

problem as a
major concern
among Chinese
Malaysians.
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Since the government of the Republic of China started
promoting education for overseas Chinese at the end of
the 1950s, many Southeast Asian students of Chinese
origin chose to study in Taiwan. Besides going to school,
Malaysian Chinese students engaged in literary creation
through literary clubs and societies, and having their works
published. Chinese Malaysian authors thus became part of
the literary scene in Taiwan, and Taiwan became the major
site of post-war Malaysian Chinese literature. During
the martial law period (1949-1987), Malaysian Chinese
literature in Taiwan reflected the times by focusing on
returning to, imagining, and identifying with Chinese
attributes as represented by Shenzhou Poetry Society. On
the other hand, under the influence of Modernism, many
authors composed new poetry, such as the Xingzuo Poetry
Society.

Conste]laﬁon

R

&
ok T R E R
L s
KA R
KRR A
2y

XY R

i
F&

21

2 ik

Xingzuo Poetry Society

EHEFSRE MK (TEH)
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Wang Runhua, Dan Ying, Lin Lu
(Ding Shanxiong), et al.. One of
the representative modern poetry
associations.
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Tianlangxing Poetry Society/Shenzhou
Poetry Society
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Wen Reian, Fang Erzhen, Huang Hunxing,
Zhou Qingxiao, et al. It promoted Chinese
identity and featured love for and nostalgic
feelings toward traditional culture.
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Li Yongping
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A weaver of homeland
myths, his works reveal
his identity with Chinese
culture.
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Wen Ruian

AN REE S 5+ 3
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Famous for his martial arts
novels, his poems were
exemplars of the grand and
heroic epic style.
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Chen Huihua (Chen Pengxiang)
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His early works demonstrated modernist taste, while his later works

focused on native land in a realistic manner.
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By the late 1980s martial law ended in Taiwan, and
tensions among various ethnic groups in Malaysia
appeared to subside. As ethnic Chinese gradually
assimilated into Malaysian society, Malaysian Chinese
authors no longer looked to China as the only source
of their identity. They, instead, examined their Chinese
identity and culture through focusing on contemporary
Malaysian society, in so doing creating the distinctive
“Equator Writing.” During this period, works
by Malaysian Chinese in Taiwan reflected the
authors’ incorporation of images of Malayan
Peninsula and Borneo where they grew up. Applying
modernist techniques, they created distinctive works
representative of Southeast Asian cultures.

A EEBREXZREAR

Development of Malaysian Chinese Literature
in Taiwan



Shang Wanyun
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Her works show the cultural
differences and integration of
the various ethnic groups in
\YEIEAGSER

Writing in the form of magical
realism, he creates unique
narratives of Southeast Asian
folk legends drawing upon
subject matter from the rain
forest and the city.

&

Zhang Guixing
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He reveals the living environment of
Chinese Malaysians from political,
economic, and social perspectives.
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In addition, distinct from the first generation of Malaysian Chinese authors
who entered the literary scene through poetry societies, many second-
generation Malaysian Chinese authors of this period won renown through
literary awards. For example, Shang Wanyun won the short story competition
held by the United Daily in 1977, and Zhang Guixing won the novella writing
contest held by the China Times in 1987. Within a ten-year span, Shang
Wanyun, Zhang Guixing, Li Yongping, Pan Yutong, and once again, Zhang
Guixing garnered a dozen literary awards in contests sponsored by the two
major newspapers. This pioneering work of Malaysian Chinese authors in
Taiwan” s literary field created the first golden period of Malaysian Chinese
literature in Taiwan.
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With rapid developments taking place in Taiwanese society in
the 1990s and beyond, Malaysia Chinese literature in Taiwan
likewise developed in various ways. Most of the authors of this
period were born in the 1960s, and their works explore diversified
subjects making use of formal and stylistic experimentation. As
such, these works are distinctly individualized characterized by
unexpected and colorful images by drawing upon the culture of the
equator. Furthermore, many Malaysian Chinese authors in Taiwan
are scholars engaged in academic research. The scholarly nature
of their writings in tandem with their creativity have earned them
literary awards, thereby ensuring the overall success of Malaysian
Chinese literature in Taiwan in a wide range of genres, including
poetry, essays, and fiction. Their efforts brought about diversified
and fruitful results of Malaysian Chinese literature in Taiwan.

% %, 1t

Diversities of Malaysian Chinese Literature
in Taiwan
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Xin Jinshun
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With gentle and warm phrases
and deconstructed lyrics, he
shows his love for life as well
as conflicts in life.
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Huang Jinshu
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Lin Xingqgian
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His essays are long narratives
that reveal truths lurking
behind prosperous surfaces
through historical events and
national symbols.
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He writes in a refined language making use of complex
imagery. His narratives are full of charm with settings in
rubber forests; historical memory in his novels reflects a far-
reaching search for identity and the philosophical exploration
of important issues.
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Chen Dawei
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Specializing in epic poetry and narrative poetry, he takes his Southeast
Asian homeland as his subject to create a kind of modern epic featuring
a distinctive perspective and narrative style to deliver his individual
historical views. His style is lively and dynamic.
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Zhong Yiwen
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In her essays about her homeland, she constructs subtle
images of Southeast Asian life. Her works demonstrate a
profound sensitivity for cultural values and mark a new turn
in the development of the equator essay.
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Research devoted to Malaysian Chinese Literature
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With the vigorous development of Malaysian Chinese literature in Taiwan,
Malaysian Chinese literature has become a distinctive field of academic
research in universities both in Taiwan and abroad. On the one hand, since
the 1990s, a majority of authors of Malaysian Chinese literature serve
as college lecturers while conducting research on Malaysian Chinese
literature and engaging in creative writing to promote the visibility of
the literature. On the other hand, with new literary theories constantly
being developed, Malaysian Chinese literature has become a hot topic
for academic research.
The emergence of the
term “Sinophone
Literature” has gained
significant attention and
has promoted discussion
of the Malaysian
Chinese variant.
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Sinophone/ Xenophone

=)

EO - R - W1




b EERFEXERERCAETF  AMERR S TR ABEEHBRAES
BERER PR RS RS HATRRGKRERE LR RAFTFTER
MREANBEE L BETHAEXXEGRNETRENRL -  FBMFHEX
Z FABRBRABLAEORER AR ERBFABRBLEGFRE
RS ERERGULE FRXEFHR  AEFIIAZBE LY EHIRAFEM -

Malaysian Chinese literature in Taiwan has been around for more than 40 years. With
many works of diverse subjects, including the conflicts and integration of Malaysian
Chinese immigrants in Taiwan, the exploration and historical imagination of the
tropical rain forest, it reveals the history and culture of the Southeast Asian Chinese and
occupies a significant position in the field of Chinese literature. By reading Malaysian
Chinese literary works, we bear witness to the process of Chinese migration and the rich
expression of the historical imagination. The history of Chinese migration and the rich
and complex cultural imagery and literary landscape of Southeast Asia are indeed worthy
of exploration.
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Owned by National Central Library: Manuscripts of Renowned Contemporaries
Xiao, Xiao. “A Dream in the Afternoon”
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Note: All the names of the Malaysian Chinese authors listed are transliterated according to the
Chinese pinyin system for the sake of consistency.
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