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—WEBEHFEE  AXNEIEREERREEZTNEEES > THERAH
HArEREZHE - ERBFAEEALANARBEYREN T ZEBE > Her
(2012) ?}%E)ﬁ%@ﬁ@ﬂaiﬂéﬂ#zzﬂ% mRABUKEFANRAT
FoAXERER L B—RUAXBMFNEEET > gRAER Rf@ﬁ%éa
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P 7F7FI—J’E—1 (Riaah) ~ BEEES (rifkah) ~ EFRES (REHE) HEBINIREE
(BBHEE) - FrELEGH © B (ER iSRG R Gl (5TE&YE - MOST
108-2410-H-029-062-MY 3 JZNSTC 111-2410-H-029-009-MY3) - th—{{2Hf -
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BATRE > BHAEEEARDHLNEA30ME > XL MBS0 » REEF
TEAANERL BT EEHELIOEEAEEES - B HEFNLE
R EZEBEANAEARBE LR THELH) » BT EZT
FEEAKR  EEBHAEANAARNEAMEEARLBE R T EZHEE -

BISREED AR S8 5 Mo ATRRR R PRS0

— % @

B AR e g o A A B A o A L BRANEE R
—HEAFEF o P EES = A & B3 A A LD FF2 s
&R Rk » #ifEE T8 o Greenberg (1990[1972]) 1R HELff
{EfE = T T ES  AMEMEEFAE L2 36 1] IS - Ik
B L > Her (2012) M &3 A & 250 R TREE P
e (multiplicand) > BEARTATRE (multiplier) o FFERAT > [ ={5ff]
(=] T =RBf] E8E 7R T8X1) Al fUie:T=rf#l-
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AT AN o BEEE R A = AR (RS MR T 0 [[8X 1] f #EREER
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By 1 S o ek EE R R ERFATE L LERL 8 A&
MoEHTEEE LR - (AR EEEE R 1 M2 FHNEE
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2 VIR n FEECE RAE T o B EE (numerical ) BEIEEE (non-numerical ) - FI40
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) RS AR IR R - (SR EN A EE 1, HEt AR -
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[F—H BT AR 2= > JRe]EEF B B2 H o BBEIERER - (E B EEHR
gechrh > A [ RIERHEREMA/NENL - —(HEHENER A —
[ - WiflE & 4 FE R B R Wi 7 5 SRIMAE B aE Rinas ™ » [TH ] CHE
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if-% (Austroasiatic) ~ HL{#EE (Tai-Kadai) ~ fE#fizE /% (Tibeto-Burman)
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HLBR ~ TR R B 9 — SO I o (I AR R A o IR AR
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A RV LI B R T LAFS o

- e
oh BT = o
B P Mandarin &
3 i Wu

Bl % Cantonese
B E Min

W EE O Jin

B i Xang

B0 %366 Hakka
[ #ili Gan

B s Hui

B FE Ping

B— EBEAENGE

6 BN EEEEEEN GG HE PARERER T RESEE N B > T
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TR BN E AR o HR  FEEIRIE AIEE AR —
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BN - RIEE R (2023) HINFSE » BiEESHIEMLIRZE
T das B 2 > WERBIL R REENIEE - R L =3F& -
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] BAEX -

ARSCREMEANT 55 AN e e B EfE 3 [0 EeaE B — R i |
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SRR IR 71 + SEPUATRR AL &5 R fS & 3r RAt  AR st oA
FIREALAE A > ASCGERY 6 {77 S BRETTHER » BB EAREE T &ETE
R 8 & i R+ 26 T AT B A 3 25 AE (e B A R BT A = A [Fe
555 | WAtk fa e T 755 B — BRI | HUESR : /B HEAS -

AR EFEEERIR 2 AR A A SR > HEEE B (grammaticality
judgment) JREVEE [ 5 (1 #8 & AME  INE BN EE R R 3 H ARt -
RYXF—VEE 2 R B ARRREEET ¢ 5 (I BH N2 REEERI 2B Rl ~ R
16~ AR~ R~ E8E o DIE 6 {875 5 B ERGS DAL PE & ks = E3E
e rE B LA A5 -
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= FHE—ARRR

1161 2t A B o AT (F SRR S P R AR 5 o VAR S MU AR AR
B HEWRFAAMEE o RBP g (2011) 195 > ZHERE > 4
sEHE A O AR R o (EHE B AR E L W HEI L A4 A FERA
Wt RIUE RIS L AN BAHEREE o a0 BEsH A= 58] —
fem AR LB IR TR BEER D add [ oA midE [—3H
NJ o FRECAE RS & aA [ BORBRNRAY e o A2 B A [+ W ] fUEE
R s T—iREsE ] ~ T—MiRal ] s [ ZORMRN 4R B
fff [+ RAR 1RB R > 0 : T—feRf ) ~ T —fRiW ] - GHERBEZERIE TEA
Fil < TP R IR - [ [—#9 )~ T—R20H ] (ER A ARBENIMES -

B R AH S B AR AE S A% o BN~ FE YR SE Y [t R — 2R
EMEFGES - Gil (2013) ##& 71T 400 HEES > W RETHE
140 T# 35 5 FAEE e 2 5 - ﬁ$RuEMmQZMF%ﬁEE’§ﬁE
e 8 & G R A 3 A H B A REME - MBS > 23S VT
Sy AR R A DI fy - DURBRFIER A 28 8§ B RO M v IR B (Gil
2013 : Her et al. 2022) » & {[f f& #1- Lﬁ[ﬂﬁ?fﬁﬁﬁ'}ffﬁﬁT—Her and Li
(2023) FrPasE.z 723 (HEFRE SR EEn 7 (GERE ) -
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Her and Li (2023) &% I EEFRES oM B 1Y 6 (EEENIE « a5
R~ HFEAER ~ MRHAER ~ ALMFIEE ~ ANEERR ~ EIE—HERIZLEESL » HET
310 THFES (A& = /347) ©

B= KEFZBENN
AEA : AIRAIRREERE - AR AR - ERRAREE » ROFREILFERE RO
WEE » IREARSSENE—JEF%EE o (Herand Li 2023: 119)

Herand Li (2023) # R EFZE S 1S MBE I IEMEAR > 2
B H AR 2 5 Al 35 1R 9B 4% 35 B R & A B A AL o [ HE
it M R S MRS R R TR ] =
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o REEGHNFAZESES SRR HYEE R geR 5l
VRSV RE R SO R EE 5 IR - B R & Z TG e dlE s A B K g o

Behr (2009) i Huang (2013) %@ SCRAEIEE » AAMEHIER /S TH
f2 4 E Eﬂ@ﬁﬁ&%ﬁ%m ko M S RHAFRE FsRIR A + —
LR R T BT BV R = - BRI
FPAER g LA ATRE 1Y ~ JRIAMHNEE P AAE R A~ M5
EEUE R B AR R 2 AL T EEE - N - AR S T R AUE R &
FAl A fy 5% o Her and Li (2023) HIGHEHE SeimBhid —He i L » 3
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Mamae [AL7 R B — R R ] 2 IHEE - fiRmT : — HEX
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R ) 5 A2 T A B A1 HE A Al AT Sk i 5 HE BRSPS JT 1300 /e
Ao BB TETF s - AT EEEYHEEEER - oM
(91~ TR % > Mt A BRI (a8 R 98] wfE A 2 AL 06EE
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B EEEMEREE AR CHEETEE) BEEE A AIAEEE -

SR E RS R T GAR E A (S B8RS 0 WIeiEE - H
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WA —lEE B 18— {855 B 8 ABGIHHANE Hi & o BERAL(EE R E1E
NEEEERIHGR > HNEEEE S AR SR o HEAt o REEFIES
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E AR R AR L o iR B AR B R A R S R B R TR 2 —
(#%%H 2009) © Her and Li (2023) KIHE—FFik » S Ly
EEE > Wi[e) R @I SRR - MR T 7 vEEE S AT EE R - A
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EZ -
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SCER R E A E # A (numeral classifier) A0 F{EZCE ¢ ([ 8 &3
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BT EGRAE S A E I = E A > B E R o A SCHEEE Her
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it (AT T 7 2l o e AR AU T -

(2) HABHEFEFEEFAPES 2

1. BEHEF T E TS
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HBEAIRT X R ERIERA (R - B X (E AR R 1 I X RESE R 51
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I 7 MEPR R EE S AE R EAVEIE - (BO7E HBH A - (AR
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Distribution of Sortal Classifiers in Sinitic Languages:

A Case Study of the Jin Language

Li Zhen™ and Her One-Soon™ "

Abstract

According to the “single origin hypothesis” of numeral classifiers in the
Asia-Pacific region, classifiers in Northern Chinese are the original system,
while those in other languages developed due to language contact (Her and Li
2023). However, the literature generally agrees that Southern Chinese has more
sortal classifiers than its northern counterpart. This “strong-South-weak-North”
pattern has been a significant argument for Western scholars opposing Northern
Chinese as the origin of classifiers and instead supporting Tai-Kadai languages.
Her and Li counter this argument with the “Altaicization” of Northern Chinese,
claiming that the number of sortal classifiers in Northern Chinese has decreased
over time, rather than being “weak” from the beginning. Since the Jin language
is the only non-Mandarin Sinitic language in Northern China, the present article
aims to closely examine the sortal classifiers in Jin and compare their quantity
with those of Southern Sinitic languages. Based on the multiplicative property
of the numeral as a multiplier and the classifier as a multiplicand, Her (2012) has
developed a semantic thesis and a set of grammatical tests to distinguish between
sortal classifiers and mensural classifiers. Building on this foundation, this article
examines each classifier put forth in the literature on Jin classifiers to confirm the
actual number of sortal classifiers. Six Jin dialects are selected from south to north
based on their geographical distribution, and results show that the number of sortal
classifiers in these dialects range from about 30 to over 50. Based on the shared

® Li Zhen, PhD candidate, Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong.

=%  Her One-Soon, Nan Lin and Alice Lin Chair Professor, Department of Foreign Languages
and Literature, Tunghai University; and Adjunct Chair Professor, Graduate Institute of
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classifiers among different dialects, Jin has at least 30 commonly used sortal
classifiers. A comparison with Southern Sinitic languages shows that, though the
distribution of sortal classifiers indeed matches the “strong-South-weak-North”
pattern, Jin Chinese is by no means inherently “weak” in using sortal classifiers.
This finding therefore supports the hypothesis that classifiers in the Asia-Pacific
region originated in Northern China.

Keywords: sortal classifiers, strong-South-weak-North, single origin hypothesis,
Jin Chinese, Altaicization
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