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Analysis of the Conditional Construction of
Gou %j in Pre-Qin Chinese

Liu Cheng-hui*

Abstract

Research on the grammaticalization or xuhua [f{t of function words in pre-
Qin Chinese has accumulated considerable results, but it also shows that scholars
have different views on how specific function words, such as the conditional
marker gou %j, were formed. Yang Hsiu-fang #5575 7% (2015) observes that it
orginates from the verb gou %], meaning “to not act in the correct manner,” which
can be traced back to the word family of gou fJ, and that being a conditional
marker, it has a euphemistic and tortuous tone, roughly equivalent to “as long as.”
Liu Cheng-hui #17&Z; (2010) notes that it is derived from a marker of “prayer”
or “for the wish of something to come true,” indicating the condition for the
speaker’s wish and being extended to the absolute condition recognized by the
speaker. The present article suggests that the pre-Qin conditional construction
of gou %j should include four sub-constructions, the markers of which are
derived from the above verb gou #iJ. The verb evolves into “prayer” adverb and
an adverbial component indicating self-effacing, which is not lexicalized into
the category of adverb. The adverbial component evolves into the marker of
sufficient condition when occurring in the protasis clause of conditional sentences.
Moreover, when used in imperative sentences to express “humble prayer for
the wish of something to come true,” it evolves into the prayer adverb, and the
adverb splits into the markers of the sub-constructions of prerequisite condition,
exchange condition and non-exceptional condition. The exchange and the non-
exceptional sub-constructions are of closed-end type, and gou #j is fixed in the
construction and does not interact with the semantics of the context and contextual
components to make adjustments. On the contrary, gou #J in the combinatorial

* Liu Cheng-hui, Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University.
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type of construction is used as a sufficient or a prerequisite marker in response to
the semantics of the context and contextual components. Through analysis from
a construction perspective, this article demonstrates an issue of gou % that has
not been touched upon by previous studies; that is, it possesses the functions of
indicating both sufficient condition and prerequisite condition. It also argues that
the key points and even the end point of grammaticalization do not necessarily
result in lexicalization.

Keywords: grammaticalization, xuhua J&#1k., conditional construction of gou fj,
sufficient condition, prerequisite condition, lexicalization
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