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Buddhist Exchanges between Hangzhou and Japan
during the Kangxi Reign of the Qing Dynasty,
with Focus on Yufeng Daozhang

Chien Kai-ting™

Abstract

The present article uses the case of Yuefeng Daozhang [f1&:iE = (1655-
1734) to explore the interactions between Buddhism in Hangzhou and Japan
during the reign of the Kangxi Emperor (r. 1661-1722) of the Qing dynasty.
Yuefeng Daozhang, a native of Qiantang, Zhejiang, traveled to Japan in 1686,
where he first served as the abbot of Kofuku-ji Bil{F<F in Nagasaki and later at
Mampuku-ji B #&<F in Obaku. This article delves into three major events that
highlight his role in facilitating said Buddhist exchanges: the reprinting of Yunxia
Lingcheng’s R ZE (?-7) Commentary on the Original Vows of Ksitigarbha
Bodhisattva Sutra YA FERSRIZE in Japan, the reproduction of the painting
Taima Mandala and its dispatch back to Yunqi Temple 2<% in Hangzhou,
and the publication of Taima-dera kebutsu shokuzo goshi saiho shokyo zusetsu
B iR bRk S ARG T BE R [E 7, as well as the facilitation of interactions
between the Chinese Vinaya monk Yijie Shuyu B2 & (1645-1722) and the
Japanese Vinaya monk Tandou Eshuku #4525 (1668/1669-1720). Through
these discussions, it is demonstrated how Yuefeng Daozhang used his Buddhist
networks in Hangzhou to promote Sino-Japanese Buddhist exchanges in the
early Qing. Japanese monks and laypersons associated with Yuefeng Daozhang,
such as Shincho Encho EL#[E[#E (?-?), Tandou Eshuku, and Ogyu Sorai ¥k
THTK (1666-1728), showed great interest in the development of Buddhism in
early Qing China, with Yuefeng becoming their window from which to access
information. In another respect, other figures from Hangzhou such as Boting Xufa
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{B==4E1% (1641-1728), Yunxia Lingcheng, and Yijie Shuyu, while receiving less
attention compared to their predecessors, are further highlighted in this article,
revealing their active roles within the historical context. In conclusion, Yuefeng
Daozhang’s activities underscore the role Hangzhou played in external Buddhist
exchanges during the Kangxi reign, offering new insights into Sino-Japanese
Buddhist interactions during this period.

Keywords: Yuefeng Daozhang, Boting Xufa, Hangzhou Buddhism, the Obaku
school, Sino-Japanese Buddhist exchanges
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