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Rectifying Titles: Regnal Names and the Political Processes

of the Northern-Southern Song Transition

Yang Yunfei *

Abstract

The practice of bestowing “regnal names” Zif% and conducting the
“ceremony for conferring regnal names” [ Eif&{z% became a common ritual
among Tang and Song dynasty monarchs, which was initially introduced by
Emperor Gaozong (r. 649-683) and Empress Wu Zetian 7 HI| & (r. 690-705) of
the Tang dynasty to exalt imperial authority and later became a formalized process
in the ceremonial codes of the Tang and Song. However, during the period of
the Southern Song dynasty, the ceremony was no longer employed for reigning
emperors but was instead frequently used for abdicated emperors and empresses.
Scholars suggest that from the Northern to the Southern Song, the meanings of the
regnal name system transformed from emphasizing the authority of the reigning
sovereign to expressing respect and blessings for their parents, signifying a shift
from “honoring the ruler” to “practicing filial piety.” However, the system had
actually been abolished during the reign of Emperor Shenzong (r. 1067-1085) of
the Northern Song and was not reinstituted until the late reign of Emperor Huizong
(r. 1100-1126). A re-examination of the political processes of the reinstitution
of the regnal name system in the late Xuanhe era, namely 1126, of Emperor
Huizong as well as its subsequent use by emperors Qinzong (r. 1126-1127) and
Gaozong (r. 1127-1162) reveals that its revival during the chaotic period from
the Jingkang to Jianyan eras (1126-1130) initially served as a pragmatic response
to immediate circumstances. It was later appropriated by Emperor Gaozong of the
Southern Song as a tool to legitimize the new regime, and only over time did it
gradually become a ritual primarily associated with the expression of filial piety.

Keywords: regnal names, ceremony for conferring regnal names, transition
between the Northern and Southern Song dynasties, Emperor
Gaozong of the Song; political processes

® Yang Yunfei, PhD student, Department of History, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.






	台獎廣告
	421-p1
	421-p2




