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The Impact of Zhu Xi’s “Heaven as Principle”
Theory in the Late Ming Dynasty

Lin Chun-wei"
Abstract

The academic community has recently noted that during the Ming-Qing
transition, Confucianists largely exhibited a fundamental orientation centered
on “heaven” K. It has been indicated that some Confucian scholars explicitly
reevaluated their interpretive strategy of explicating heaven through “principle”
I and that a significant gap exists between this strategy and the teachings
of the Confucian classics. In response to this phenomenon, the present paper
explores its meanings from the perspective of intellectual history, focusing on
examining the impact of Zhu Xi’s & (1130-1200) proposition of “heaven
as principle” X H[JH# in interpreting the connotation of heaven and the reactions
it sparked in the late Ming period.

This paper primarily analyzes interpretations of the chapter in the Analects Ffics
on a conversation between Confucius and Wang Sunjia 25 (?-?) in various
annotated editions of the Four Books P4 to illustrate how Zhu Xi’s theory
was received in the late Ming. Some scholars have argued that heaven possesses
the ability to “bless the virtuous and punish the wicked,” which is considered a
characteristic inherent in the concept of heaven within the Confucian classics
but differs from Zhu Xi’s proposition. This paper asserts that the evolution of
the meanings of heaven that occurred between the Song and Ming dynasties as
well as correctly ascertaining the gap between Zhu Xi’s theory of “heaven as
principle” and the teachings of Confucian classics are central to the discussion
on the orientation towards heaven seen in the late Ming.

Keywords: heaven, Zhu Xi 282, tian ji li KHIHH, heaven as priciple,
condemned by heaven, blessing the virtuous and punishing the wicked
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