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Phenomena Concerning the Initial System in Early

Mandarin as Reflected in Annanguo Yiyu
Chiang Chia-lu"
Abstract

This article examines the phonological correspondences of the initial
system between early Mandarin Chinese and Vietnamese as reflected in
Annanguo yiyu ZZFA 725, 1t is discovered that the phenomena are markedly
close to Standard Mandarin, or putonghua %38z, including the Mandarin initial
*n- being distinguished from *I-; the Middle Chinese initials yi %¢ and wei il
disappearing and merging into a zero initial; velar and glottal initials before open
second-division finals showing velarization; and the initial serials zhi A, zhao P&,
and zhuang # being merged to transcribe retroflex initials, while the initial serial
Jjing ¥ never being used to transcribe retroflex initials. In addition, many inconsistent
correspondences reflect the editor’s preference regarding phonetic notation,
a linguistic intuition not of a Han Chinese person, but rather of a Vietnamese
individual. Finally, Annanguo yiyu records the evolution of Vietnamese
initials, preserving abundant traces of consonant clusters and reflecting the
early phonetic value of the contemporary Vietnamese initials d-, gi-, and ph-,
phenomena of which cannot be seen in Dictionarivim Annnamiticvm Lvsitanvm,
et Latinvm produced in the seventeenth century.

Keywords: Annanguo yiyu LrAEEZE, Annan yiyu LA iEE, Huayi yiyu Ers
BEEEZE, Mandarin, Vietnamese
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