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The Term “Yiyu” —35 in Huang Kan’s Erya yinxun and

His Theories on Mutual Explanatories and Cognates

Chuang F eichiao”
Abstract

The present paper aims to discuss the meaning and scope of the application
of the term “yiyu” —3& and its advantages and disadvantages in Huang Kan’s &
{iil (1886-1935) Erya yinxun FHEEE) (Interpretation through Sound in Erya), as
well as the mutual explanatories and cognates closely related to this term. The paper
is divided into five sections, with the main text—in addition to the introduction
and conclusion—comprising three: (1) An analysis of twenty-three examples of
“yiyu” finds that there are nine instances of mutual explanatories and eighteen of
cognates; the overlap rate of the two is as high as nine instances, which shows that
the two are closely related yet not completely the same, a phenomenon worthy
of further exploration. (2) Through a broader view of the history on research of
mutual explanatories and cognates in past dynasties, this study indicates that Zhang
Binglin’s E 1A (1869-1936) writings “Zhuanzhu jiajie shuo” 74 {E (& 25t
(“Treatise on Mutual Explanatories and Phonetic Loans™) and Wen shi L4 (The
Origin of Writing) both have a key position. But beyond carrying on and developing
his master’s teachings, Huang was able to realize his own achievements, notably the
application of mutual explanatories on the study of the dictionary Erya F#f. In his
Shoupi erya yishu F-HLEEHEZIGT (Annotated Interpretation of Erya), 390 groups
of cognates were collected, demonstrating Huang’s considerable contributions to
the field. Based on the theories of Huang and Zhang as well as referencing modern
and contemporary scholars, this paper compares ten points of similarity and nine
of difference between mutual explanatories and cognates, concluding that each
instance requires its own individual examination as the two are not entirely identical
despite their relationship. (3) Although Huang Kan’s “yiyu” has the advantages
of rich meanings, extensive delimitations, and concise usage, it also has certain
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shortcomings such as being a form of indirect expression, generalization, and
ambiguity. This is also a common problem faced by general terms used in the
interpretations of and commentaries on the classics, a matter which deserves further
consideration.

Keywords: Huang Kan #51il, Interpretation through Sound in Erya, Erya yinxun
W HEE A, yivu —&5, mutual explanatories, cognates






