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The Botanical Elements of Onomastics Based on
Shijing in the Late Ming Dynasty: With Reference to
Similar Works from the Edo Period in Japan

Lo Sheng—pao*
Abstract

A trend in research on onomastics based on Shijing F55% emerged during the
latter half of China’s Ming dynasty and Japan’s Edo period. Inspired by traditional
herbal science, the onomastics of Shijing during the Edo was a forerunner of
natural history. Using this as a reference point, this study analyzes the academic
features of Shijing onomastics in the late Ming, discussing the implications of
the changes in its structure of knowledge. The present article compares twelve
onomastic texts: six late Ming Chinese-language writings, namely Feng Fujing’s
FEIE T (1573-1623) Liujia shi mingwu shu 750554065 (An Elucidation of
the Naming of Things in Poetry of the Six Schools), Lin Zhaoke’s #AJKIT] (1583-
1657) Duo shi bian %5 (A Compilation of Many Explanations), Wu Yu’s &
RN (?-?) Maoshi niaoshou caomu kao 55 5ERE R (A Textual Study of Birds,
Beasts, Plants, and Trees in Maoshi), Shen Wanke’s {1857 (?-?) Shijing lei kao
SRR (Classzﬁcatzon Studies of Shijing), Zhong Xing’s FEE (?-?) Shijing tu
shi hekao F55[E 52 &% (4 Compiled Study of the Books and sttorlcal Records
ofShymg), and Huang Wenhuan’s &5 SCHI (2-2) Shijing kao 748 (A Textual
Study of Shijing); and six Edo Japanese-language works, namely Arai Hakuseki’s
HH B4 (1657-1725) Shikyo zu F54% [ (Illustmted Edition of Shijing), Ind
Jakusui’s f2E# 7K (1655-1715) Shikyo sho shiki 3588/ Nk (Introductory
Explanation to Shijing), Matsuoka Joan’s A 40 (1668-1746) Shikyo bussan

FHEWNEETS (A Textual Study of Natural Resources in Shijing), Emura Jokei’s
{I*T;’Zl]j: (?-1732) Shikyé meibutsu benkai FFEAYNHEHE (Explanations on
the Naming of Things in Shijing), Fujinuma Naokage’s fRiZA R 5 (2-2) Shikyo

* Lo Sheng-pao, Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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sho shiki ho FH&NGHiAil (Supplementary Introduction to Shijing), and Chihara
Tadashi’s 2 5E (2-2) Shikyo meibutsu shiisei iS4 YNEERL (4 Compilation
of the Naming of Things in Shijing). Of the above, Lin’s Duo shi bian and Shen’s
Shijing lei kao both propose a simple classification of flora with a notion of
subclassifications. However, an in-depth study of the two texts reveal that the
concept of plant classification is based on the metaphorical human relationships
or moral connotations of plants in Shijing, with the knowledge of nature being
secondary. Ind’s Shikyo sho shiki, in contrast, focuses on “observations of the
object.” Yet although late Ming works on Shijing onomastics value the records
of the observations by previous scholars, they seldom engage in practical
observation but instead concentrate on the textual research of documents.

Keywords: Shijing %, onomastics, natural history, modern knowledge
construction






