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The Identity of Boshe {H## and Related Issues in
Sheming By of the Tsinghua Bamboo Slips

Su Jian-zhou *

Abstract

The identity of “Boshe” {H ##% within Sheming 17 in the Tsinghua bamboo
slips, a document under the literary category of Shangshu i 25, has long been the
focus of attention in related academic circles. At present, two mainstream theories,
namely “Bojiong” {H5% (/) during the reign of King Mu of Zhou /&2 T and
King Yi of Zhou f& 25 T-%, dominate discourses on the matter of his identity. To
begin, based on Boshe’s status as a “prince” F-—, the present article agrees that
Boshe is the later King Yi of Zhou. Secondly, from an institutional perspective,
Boshe was likely not the heir to the throne, but considering the appellation given to
him by the king of Zhou and the historical background of the Zhou dynasty, it has
been revealed that he was regarded as a prince. This article then compares Western
Zhou bronze inscriptions with the line “shi yi you Boshe” =3 /5 {[1#& in bamboo
slip no. 32 concerning ceming ity (record of appointment) to provide evidence
for when Sheming was originally produced and the background of the story for the
reign of King Xiao of Zhou J&Z%T, as well as discussing the identity of “shi” ==
therein. Thirdly, this article argues that the character “zhi” #£ from “jie zhi bi she”
ENE 245 in slip no. 1 should not be interpreted as “zhizi” &7 (nephew) and
then puts forward new opinions on the interpretation of the line. Fourthly, scholars
believe that the characters “jiong” &2 and “she” % share an evolutionary relationship,
thereby maintaining that Boshe and Bojiong are the same person and that Sheming is
“Jiongming” [i#n of Shangshu. But this article indicates that these views cannot be
established and that Sheming is likely a long-lost text, the same in nature as “Yin zhi”
FZ, “Bao xun” £, “Hou fu” [£A2, and “Feng xu zhi ming” FfZFZ 1.

Keywords: Tsinghua bamboo slips, Sheming &7, Shangshu f& 2, system of
recording appointment duties, ceming ffit#17, King Yi of Zhou

*  Su Jian-zhou, Professor, Department of Chinese, National Changhua University of Education.






