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Transformations in Joseon Foreign Policy in the 17th
Century: The Joseon’s Official Correspondence with

Japan and the Later Jin

Shen Yu-hui"
Abstract

Beginning in the the 15th century, the Joseon dynasty had maintained
long-term and frequent diplomatic exchanges with Japan. However, in 1635,
the Edo shogunate reviewed the diplomatic channel to the Joseon and initiated
modifications to the format of diplomatic documents because it was discovered
that the Tsushima-Fuchu domain, the intermediary between the two states, had
counterfeited official letters between the two parties. The Joseon accordingly
adapted to the change and was thus able to further enhance its autonomy within
the making of foreign policy. As such, the majority of previous literature
concerning Joseon foreign policy and its transformation concentrates on Joseon-
Japanese exchanges in the 17th century. But it is noteworthy that the Jurchens
gained ascendancy in the same century and thereafter established the Later Jin
and Qing dynasties, the former of which had established communications with
the Joseon. Based on an examination of Joseon-Later Jin correspondence as
well as materials that detail the exchanges between the Joseon and Japanese,
this article suggests the potential time period for when the Joseon and Later
Jin might have established diplomatic relations. Moreover, considering that
Joseon-Later Jin and Joseon-Japanese relations both saw transformations in the
17th century, it would be difficult to properly explain the nature of and shifts
in Joseon foreign policy and Joseon-Later Jin relations by entirely relying on
the diplomatic materials between the Joseon and Japan. When comparing and
analyzing the correspondence of the two sets of foreign relations, it has been
found that the changes in the Joseon-Later Jin diplomatic documents had some

*  Shen Yu-hui, Assistant Professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University.
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bearing on those between the Joseon and Japan. Therefore, Joseon-Later Jin and
Joseon-Japanese relations did not develop in parallel, nor should we assume
that the later unidirectionally influenced the former. The truth is that they
mutually influenced one another. Finally, the present article also expounds how
the Joseon greatly enhanced its autonomy in the face of these transformations.
With the research in this article, we can ultimately acquire more concrete
knowledge about the developments of the diversified foreign relations in East
Asia from the 17th to 19th centuries.

Keywords: Joseon dynasty, Later Jin dynasty, Edo shogunate, diplomatic
documents, shuqgi E#, official seals



