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Commentaries on Officially Compiled Classics and
the Thought of Confucian Orthodoxy:
The Complete Meaning of the Book of Rites

Liu Po—hung*
Abstract

The focal point of the present article is how the editors of Liji daquan o aC.
K% (The Complete Meaning of the Book of Rites) in the Ming dynasty cited Zhu
Xi’s K& (1130-1200) classical interpretations as a sub-commentary of the book in
question, as well as illustrating the impact of Zhu Xi on this work by analyzing the
differences in the sub-commentaries of Wujing daquan TA$KZ: (The Complete
Meaning of the Five Classics). To begin, this article explores the various meanings
of The Complete Meaning of the Five Classics by analyzing the text from the
point of view of the Yongle Emperor (r. 1402-1424), readership, and the editors.
Considering the reading stance taken by most readers and their proclivity to hold
Zhu Xi in an esteemed position, the connotations of The Complete Meaning of the
Five Classics that the Yongle Emperor hoped to establish, such as adopting a certain
Confucian orthodoxy and imitating the Hongwu Emperor’s (r. 1368-1398) edicts
concerning compliation, became impossible to actualize, which would become a
focus of later criticisms. From the point of view of the editorial team, Hu Guang i
J& (1370-1418) and others adhered to the underlying purpose of compiling The
Complete Meaning of the Five Classics by order of the Yongle Emperor and took
into account the promotion of learning, all of which is summarized in a guide to
the reader that prefaces the work. According to eight criteria, the editors also added
the commentaries of Confucian scholars, criteria which can be confirmed from the
citing of Zhu Xi and Fang Que 77 (jinshi 1118) in The Complete Meaning of the
Book of Rites. But notably, within The Complete Meaning of the Five Classics, the

*  Liu Po-hung, Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia
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sub-commentary of The Complete Meaning of the Book of Rites differs from the
other four classics. This phenomenon is likely related to Zhu Xi and the study of the
Book of Rites in the Yuan dynasty. The sub-commentaries of the other four books
are used to interpret the commentaries, not the main text of the canon, thereby
reflecting how Zhu Xi’s classical interpretations played an important role in the
official editorial team’s compiliation of The Complete Meaning of the Five Classics.
Previous researchers have often investigated the relationship between Zhu Xi and
The Complete Meaning of the Five Classics by considering how compilers used
selectivity when working with the original texts their production was based on, a
research direction which this article questions and then supplements. In addition,
the editorial team paid special attention to the opinions of Zhu Xi on the “lineage
system” 575{7%, even adding his thoughts in full to The Complete Meaning of the
Book of Rites, demonstrating the tendency of Ming officials to rely on the thought
of Zhu Xi to promote moralization.

Keywords: Wujing daquan F#E$ K2, The Complete Meaning of the Five
Classics, Liji daquan {830 K42, The Complete Meaning of the
Book of Rites, Confucian orthodoxy, Zhu Xi, sub-commentary






