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A Dialogue between the Conceptions of “Shi” # and
“Shicha” #47%: The Literary Mind and the Carving of
Dragons and A Comparative Analysis of Literary and

Calligraphy Criticism in the Pre-Tang
Chen Chiu-hung”
Abstract

The present article reinterprets the theory of “shi” #% (“propensity” or “self-
so-doing”) found within writings and calligraphy from the Han to Six Dynasties
period, as well as comparing the pre-Tang dynasty conception of “shi” with that
of Liu Xie 2l (ca. 465-ca. 522) in The Literary Mind and the Carving of
Dragons U fERE . Moreover, this article discusses how “shi” was being perceived
by critics of literature and of calligraphy within their processes of criticism,
perceptions which were influenced by the respective artistic attributes of literary
and calligraphic phenomena. To further apprehend these perceptions within the
development of a spatiotemporal and psychological “shi,” the notions of “shicha”
BA7Z (“difference or disparity of shi””) and “shiwei” 247 (“condensed and clearer
shi within perception”) are used as a point of discussion Through the above
explorations, we can better understand the underlying connotations of the theory
of “shi”” and more comprehensively explore the similarities and differences of “shi”
in literary and calligraphy criticisms prior to the Tang dynasty.

Keywords: “shi” 2%, propensity, self-so-doing, calligraphy, classical literary
theory, Wen xin diao long SUESE, The Literary Mind and the
Carving of Dragons, pre-Tang
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