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The Inheritance and Transformation of Zhu Xi’s
Theory of “Qu Li” in Comprehensive Ritual Books
of the Ming Dynasty

Chuang Min—ching*
Abstract

This article attempts to investigate Ming dynasty comprehensive ritual books i
183, a source material which has received little scholarly attention, indicating
that these works have inherited Zhu Xi’s 2<% (1130-1200) new interpretations
of “jing 1i” 45 and “qu 1i” #fS (“rules of propriety”) from Yili jingzhuan tong
Jjie {HfEFE{H B and even elevate the latter as an important type of ritual. First
disguised in Wu Cheng’s %% (1249-1333) San li kao zhu —f87%5F starting
in the reign of the Chenghua Emperor, “qu li” began being discussed in the
comprehensive ritual books of Gong Rucheng B % (1476-1539), Zhan Ruoshui
7HAT 7K (1466-1560), Ke Shangqian f]fi]i8 (fl. sixteenth century), Li Jinglun
& (2-7), Deng Yuanxi BIT$5 (1529-1593), Tang Boyuan FE{IT (7-2),
Huang Daozhou i ] (1585-1646), etc. Although the scope of the writings
is not necessarily the same, the majority emphasize the aspect of daily use and
ignore portions that are performed in ceremonies. At the same time, the “qu 1i”
found within comprehensive ritual books gradually reverses the relationship
between the beginning 4%, or source, and the end >K originally held by “jing”
and “qu,” replacing “jing 1i” as the beginning of rituals and even supplanting
the Book of Rites f83C. to form a new theory of “san 1i” =&, namely moving
from the “san” of canon to the “san” of type. In one respect, these phenomena
reflect the practical order within the “Great Learning” %2, and in another, mirror
the strategic adjustment of Ming Confucian approaches from cooperating with
rulership towards teaching the people. If we further combine the thoughts of
other Ming scholars, we can find that the promotion of low-threshold, high-

*  Chuang Min-ching, PhD Candidate, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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frequency propriety types employs notions of continuous practice to counter
rival ontological discourses. The above, however, is neither exclusive to the
authors of comprehensive ritual books nor limited to specific ideological
groups, but is instead unique to ritual study in the Ming dynasty. If able to
recognize the developments and time period of these phenomena, we can then
further existing discussions on the history of Ming rituals.

Keywords: comprehensive ritual books, “qu 1i” # 4, rules of propriety, ritual
study in the Ming dynasty, Yili jingzhuan tong jie {F oS m@MR,

“san li” — 1=






