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The Transformation of Can Cong during the

Tang-Song Period

Hsu Kai-hsiang *

Abstract

The aim of this research is to discuss when Can Cong & # began to be
worshiped as the deity of sericulture in Sichuan and how Can Cong became
deified from being an ancient king of Shu& . Through an investigation of a
silkworm fair Z 7 held near Sheng Shou Temple Z % in Chengdu A& #f
during the Song dynasty, I have discovered that Can Cong was initially regarded as
the first sericulturalist within Taoist hagiographies in the late Tang dynasty,
which refutes the notion that Can Cong has always been viewed as the first
from ancient times. As the belief became accepted, the ruler of Shu, namely
Can Cong, was thus popularly known as “qing yi shen” # 5 ## (god of blue cloth
or the azure-robed spirit), a god of sericulture in Sichuan during the Northern
Song dynasty. With the processes of deification revolving around the above
time frame in mind, I argue that the transformation of this legendary local
figure was a result of the commercialization of silk products, urbanization,
and other social changes in Sichuan during the Tang-Song period.

Keywords: Can Cong Z#, Shu &, silkworm fair, “qing yi shen” #&#, god of
bluecloth, azure-robed spirit, Sheng Shou Temple % % %

* Hsu Kai-hsiang, assistant professor, Department of History, National Chi Nan University.






