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Phenomena Concerning Finals in
Early Mandarin as Reflected in
Annanguo Yiyu

Chiang Chia-lu

Abstract

This paper examines phonological correspondences between finals in
Early Mandarin and Vietnamese as reflected in Annanguo Yiyu ZTaBIR%:E.
The results can be summarized as follows: the Mandarin final ending *-m had
already merged with *-n, but *-n was still distinct from *-. Entering tone stop
endings A% had already disappeared and literary and colloquial readings
H27H, representing two distinct phonological strata, emerged. Distinctions
were also evident between the literary readings of entering tone characters in
the Middle Chinese rhyme classes Dang 75## and Jiang /L#% as compared
to those of the Zéng 4% and Géng i rhyme classes; that is, the Dang
and Jiang rhyme classes had rounded vowels, corresponding to 'o'-type vowels
in Vietnamese, while those in the Zéng and Géng had unrounded vowels,
corresponding to '[I'-type and 'e'-type vowels in Vietnamese, respectively.
Additionally, open B and closed & rhymes after bilabial initials did not
contain any form of distinction. The medial *-w- was dropped after the lateral
initial 28K} within the Xi¢ % $# and Zhi 15 rhyme classes, and the final
became *-¢j. The results of these phenomena are a system of finals that closely
resemble Modern Mandarin, or putonghua, and provide important clues for
continuing research in the phonological history of Chinese.

Keywords: Annanguo Yiyu ZTABIFEGE, Annan Yiyu G, Huayi Yiyu
HEFH A% 58, Mandarin, literary and colloquial readings
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