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The Emperor’s Deputy: Empress Dowager BudasSiri
and the Political Situation of the Late Yuan Dynasty

Hsu Cheng-hung”

Abstract

The empresses and imperial concubines of the Yuan (Mongol) dynasty
occupied a decisive position in politics. Among them, Budasiri [ 24 B
(1307-1340) was born in the purple, moving successively from empress to
empress dowager and to grand empress dowager X2 K[, as well as once
holding regency i filand finally being exiled. She was undoubtedly an
important figure within the political circumstances of the early years of the late
Yuan dynasty, and although previous scholars have discussed her, a number of
questions are still awaiting to be solved and analyzed. This article reexamines
her political role and the operations and limitations of her power, showing that
her time as empress and the succession of infant emperors provided her the
legitimacy to govern as a regent for eight years, within both Mongolian and
Chinese traditions. It also asserts that she sought to use the Han-style title of
grand empress dowager to reinforce authority and attempted to seize further

control through a new system of eunuchs who assisted in decision-making.

Keywords: Budasiri, regency, eunuch & E, grand empress dowager,
Emperor Shun of Yuan JClIE# (Toyon Temiir 7T 2 5%)

#*  Hsu Cheng-hung, Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica;
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