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A Study on the Tombs of the Han People During
the Liao Dynasty

Wei Liu *
Abstract

In this paper, the author discusses the cultural connotation of the tombs of
the Han people in Liao Dynasty by dividing the complex cultural inclination of
the Han people during this period into various groups. First of all, I will con-
centrate on the tombs of Han Zhigu ##%[; family in connection with other
major families to analyze the tombs of the Han officials who surrendered to the
Liao. Secondly, the author will analyze the wall-painting tombs of the Han
people, located to the north of the Great Wall, by focusing on the cases in the
Wu'an i{Z and Jiangsheng %2 regions in connection with the cases in the
Upper and Middle capitals. Thirdly, the author will analyze the wall-painting
tombs of the Han people, which are located to the south of the Great Wall, by
focusing on the cases in the Guihua §7#{t and Fengsheng 2 regions in con-
nection with the cases in the Western and Southern capitals. Based on this
research, and compared with the contemporary tombs during the Song Dynasty
in the northern part of the Central Plains, the author will, on the one hand, dis-
cuss how the Han people, under the Khitan’s control, self-adjusted the tradi-
tional burial forms, and furthermore, how the diversity of the adjustment is due
to the difference of social status and region. On the other hand, the author will

also explore the relationship between the transformations of the tombs of the

*  Wei Liu is a Ph.D. student in the School of Archaeology and Museology at Peking University.
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Han people and the transition of the social system of Liao. Based upon the
aforementioned study, the author hopes to comprehensively identify the histor-

ical evolution of the tombs of the Han people during Liao Dynasty.

Keywords: Liao dynasty, Han people, tomb, Great Wall, Khitan



