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On the Creative Interpretations Within the Yijing
in Terms of Words and Their Influences in

the Commentaries

Dennis C. H. Cheng *

Abstract

This paper summarizes twenty-two examples of the gua yao ci £ &t
(divination records of hexagrams and lines) to prove the model of creative
interpretation within the gua yao ci which appeared as various degrees of inter-
pretation connected by a single word, usually the name of one hexagram.
Through clarifying this model, we can clearly explain the model of the inter-
pretations of the Yizhuan %18 (Commentaries of the Yijing %#% ) as originated
from the structure of the gua yao ci. In the case of gua yao ci, although the
new meanings within different divination records were usually limited to the
verbal meaning of the name of the hexagram, the authors of the commentaries
extended this method to construct their own philosophical system in which
these verbal meanings were more broadly developed into new philosophical
issues.

In the past century, scholars predominantly followed the doctrine of playing
down the relationship between the Yijing (mainly the gua yao ci) and the
Yizhuan. Once the similarities of the interpretations of the Yijing and the Yizhuan
have been clarified, we should re-evaluate the importance of the Yizhuan in

interpreting the Yijing, and accept the fact that the philosophy of the Yizhuan

* Dennis C. H. Cheng is a professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan

University.
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originated from the Yijing, at least in part.

Keywords: gua yao ci ENZZ &¥, Confucian, Chinese hermeneutics, Book of
Changes D88 Yizhuan 518





