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Academies and the Dissemination of

Tongcheng School Teachings:

Textual Research 

Yanping Xu

Abstract

Academies had a great effect on the scholarship of the Qing dynasty and

gave the literature of the period a great boost as well. There may have been a

number of reasons why the Tongcheng School was able to survive for

more than two hundred years, but a relatively important one was the lectures and

studies that took place in those academies. Many masters of this school, includ-

ing Yao Nai (1732-1815), served for long periods as deans or teachers in

the academies. While there, they educated many students, which in turn allowed

them to produce successors to the Tongcheng School tradition in almost every

subsequent generation. In this way, the Tongcheng School was carried on in

Guangxi by the Ling Xi Wu Jia of Lü Huang (1777-1839), Zhu

Qi (1803-1861), Peng Yuyao (1809-1851), Long Qirui

(1814-1859) and Wang Zheng (1815-1876) . In Hebei, the efforts of

Zhang Yuzhao (1823-1894), Wu Rulun (1840-1903) and Wang

Shunan (1851-1936) made the Tongcheng School influential in that

area. Expanding from the southeast of China to attain a regional balance, the

Tongcheng School became a nationwide literary school with a long history.

There are a number of ways for a literary school to spread, but the example of
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the Tongcheng School was the first time large-scale expansion was seen using

the medium of academies. As a result, this example can be used to explore the

close relation between education and literature.
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