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Qian Zhongshu, Arthur O. Lovejoy and the

Characteristics of Citations in Qian’s Works

Kwai Sang Lee

Abstract

The research method of Arthur O. Lovejoy, the American historian of

ideas, was much appreciated by Qian Zhongshu . Interestingly,

Lovejoy’s name seldom appears in Qian’s academic works despite their prepon-

derance of citations. To elucidate this issue, this paper will first discuss the

characteristics of Qian’s citations of western scholarship, and then examine his

acquaintance with the History of Unit-ideas. In order to make clear the relation-

ship between Qian and Lovejoy, we will show the similarity between the

method of unit-ideas and Qian’s own method. 

Keywords: Qian Zhongshu , citations, Arthur O. Lovejoy, History of

Unit-ideas, the method of striking through
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