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Lyrical Fury: A Study of Qian Jibo’s Modern

History of Chinese Literature

Ngon Fung Chan *
Abstract

Qian Jibo $EF:1H wrote and revised his Modern History of Chinese
Literature SALHESCE2 T during the height of the New Literary Movement
led by Hu Shih #ifi# (whose own History of Vernacular Literature g SCE
5 was a remarkable milestone in the reconstruction of traditional literary his-
tory) as a challenge to the New Literary Movement’s understanding of litera-
ture and literary history. This essays starts by exploring Qian’s view of litera-
ture and the ideals and methodology of his literary history. Ironically, we find
that he failed to live up to his ideals in his work, although such a problem does
not lessen the value of this book. Our main concern is how he and other tradi-
tional literati like him responded to the New Literary Movement. Through a
study of his book we can better understand the sorrow and the fury of a genera-
tion of traditional Chinese literati faced with unprecedented change in litera-
ture and moral values and, just as importantly, the fundamental differences
between the views of Qian, a representative of traditional literati, and propo-

nents of the New Literary Movement.

Keywords: New Literary Movement, vernacular literature, classical literature,
literary history, Qian Jibo $&5E{H

* Ngon Fung Chan is a Ph.D. candidate in the Division of Humanities at the Hong Kong
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