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The Dunhuang Edition of Soushenji and the

Swan Maiden Tale

Qing Wang

Abstract

This essay begins by discussing the editing and collaboration of the

Dunhuang edition of Soushenji and suggests that it was probably tran-

scribed early in the Song dynasty.  Next, the author traces the origin of the Tian

Kunlun Tian Zhang story contained therein and shows it to be a

composite of the Swan Maiden Tale and the Trial for the Wise.  The earliest

version of the Swan Maiden Tale is found in the Śatapatha Bra-hman. a

(composed between the 10th and 7th centuries B.C.) but the story spread

throughout the world only after being used by both the Lokottarava-din and

Sarva-stiva-din schools of Hinaya-na Buddhism.  The author then traces the

historical antecedent for Tian Zhang, concluding that he first appears in

Hanfeizi . The character transforms into a well-known wise man after

the Han and Wei dynasties, and the story became widely known throughout

central and western China.  Lastly, the author explains why these two stories

were combined.

Keywords: Dunhuang, Soushenji , Tian Kunlun , Tian Zhang

, folktale, Śatapatha Bra-hman.a
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