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Elastic Diplomacy: The Wu Kingdom in

Pursuit of Survival
Wai Ki Wicky Tse *
Abstract

This paper argues that the kingdom of Wu (200-280) adopted a unique
diplomatic strategy, which the author refers to as “elastic diplomacy,” to sur-
vive. This strategy stresses having the flexibility to respond to changing cir-
cumstances and exploit available opportunities. In practice, the Wu would act
as a client state of the Wei dynasty (220-265) or an ally of the Shu Han state
(221-264), depending on its own interests. This paper traces the implementa-
tion of this strategy and concludes that its efficacy was influenced by several
external and domestic political factors. The Wei and the Shu were long-time
rivals that competed for the cooperation of the Wu and the right to lay claim to
being the legitimate successor to the Han dynasty. The Wu, on the other hand,
devoted all of its resources to suppressing the mountainous Yue people and
were continually affected by the policy of flexibility formulated by Sun Ce (£
P 184-200), the founder of the regime.

Keywords: Three Kingdoms, Wu kingdom, Sun Chuan 24, legitimacy, elas-

tic diplomacy
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