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A Comparative Study of the Tangyun

and Guangyun

Chaodong Xu

Abstract

This article compares the remnants of the Middle Chinese rhyme diction-

ary Tangyun found in Jiang Fu’s collection with the Guangyun .

We find that although the two are largely similar in terms of stylistic rules and

layout, there are differences in other areas.  There are no rising or falling

tones for the Yan rhyme in the Tangyun, and correlations between the level

and the entering tones are not as rigorous as in the Guangyun.

Phonetically, the Tangyun can be seen as representing a transition from the ear-

lier rhyme dictionary Qieyun to the Guangyun.  Still, it is certainly not

the only source the Guangyun draws on, for while the Guangyun largely

incorporates the phonetic system represented in the Tangyun, there are still dif-

ferences.

Keywords: Tangyun , Guangyun , phonetic system, historical

phonology, Middle Chinese
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