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Liu Song Princes Influence on Bao Zhao's
Popular Yuefu:
Seven-Syllable Poetry and Ancient Quatrain

Jui Lung Su”
Abstract

Bao Zhao O O (4147-66) is known mainly as a yuefu O O poet in
Chinese literary history. Versed in traditional literary genres, he also showed a
strong interest in popular contemporary songs. In fact, he was a pioneer in
imitating Wu O songs and western tunes, which refer to popular songs from
the areas centered on Jiankang [0 0 (modern Nanjing, Jiangsu) and Jiangling
0 O (modern Jiangling, Hubei) respectively. Another striking fact about Bao
Zhao is that he is the poet with the largest extant corpus of poems in heptasyl-
labic lines and ancient quatrains before the Liu Song 0 [0 period. How do we
explain this phenomenon besides attributing its cause to individual talent and
taste? In this article, | shall begin by describing the political milieu in which
Bao Zhao lived and then investigate how his patrons' taste may have influ-
enced his poetry. This article will center on exploring two major poetic styles,
the seven-syllable form and the ancient quatrain and their significance in Bao
Zhao' s poetry.

Keywords. Bao Zhao [ [0 , Southern Dynasties poetry, patron, ancient quat-
rain 0 [0 O, seven-syllable poetry [0 [ [

* Jui Lung Su is an associate professor in the Department of Chinese Studies at National
University of Singapore.



