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The Position of the Eastern Han and Six Dynasties
in the History of Chinese Grammar

Pei-chuan Wei
Abstract

The classification of the period extending from the Eastern Han Dynasty
to the Six Dynasties with respect to the history of Chinese grammar has been
quite controversial. Some have included this period in Middle Chinese, which
extends through the Tang Dynasty to the Five Dynasties and possibly also the
Song Dynasty. Others have classified the Eastern Han Dynasty-Six Dynasties
period as Early Mandarin, and others yet as Old Chinese. The author of this
paper compares the languages of the different stages of Chinese history on the
basis of a series of grammatical features. He points out that there is no need to
divide the Eastern Han Dynasty and Six Dynasties into two independent peri-
ods. The grammatical features of the Pre-Qin period had nearly disappeared by
this time and some of the grammatical features of Early Mandarin had aready
emerged. In view of the most important grammatical features mentioned in this
paper, the language of the Eastern Han Dynasty and Six Dynasties is quite dif-
ferent from that of Old Chinese but is also distinct from that of Early
Mandarin. We can therefore conclude that the position of the language is
approximately midway between Old Chinese and Early Mandarin. Therefore,
we have sufficient reason to separate the language of this period from Old
Chinese and Early Mandarin and classify it as Middle Chinese on its own.

Key Words: periodization, grammatical features, Old Chinese, Middle
Chinese, Early Mandarin



