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The Tendency in Tang and Song Dynasty Lel Shu
to Alter Colloquial Wordsin Texts of Previous
Dynasties— Based on Variantsin
the Shishuo Xinyu

Wang Wei hui
Abstract

In the present paper, the author finds that in the Lei Shu edited during the
Tang and Song dynasties, there was a tendency to ater colloquial words in the
texts of previous dynasties. Editors frequently replaced colloquial words with
more formal words, used contemporary words in their place, or even deleted
them from the original texts entirely. Unfortunately, they sometimes altered
certain colloguial words incorrectly because they misunderstood their mean-
ings. In this study, the author analyses such instances based upon word vari-
ants appearing in the Shishuo Xinyu. After discussing more than thirty sample
words in detail, three conclusions are drawn: 1. Not all of the quotations in
Tang and Song Lei Shu agree with the original texts; 2. Some colloquial words
in texts of the Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern Dynasties were not correct-
ly understood in the Tang dynasty; 3. There was a marked tendency to use for-
mal words in favor of colloquial words in the Lei Shu of the Tang and Song
dynasties.

Key Words. Lei Shu O O, Shishuo Xinyu O O O O, word variant, history of
Middle Chinese



