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Types and Implication of Chinese Poetry
That Depict an Escapeto a Fairyland

Tung-hai Hsu
Abstract

Chinese fu sprang from Ch’'ti Ylan's “Li Sao,” which became the stan-
dard for poetry that depicted escapes to mystical fairylands by their authors.
Poets after the Han Dynasty inherited a tradition of fu and tsu, which included
three main types of fu: literati, historical, and philosophical. This article focus-
es on afew poems of each genre: for literati, “Y tUan You” and Ssu-Ma Hsiang-
jus*“TaJen Fu”; for historical, Pan Ku's “Hsi Tu Fu” and “Chung Nan Shan
Fu”; and for philosophical, Yang Hsiung’s “T’ai Hsllan Fu” and Hsllan T'an’s
“Hsien Fu.” This article also investigates how people with different back-
grounds incorporated fairylands into their poetry and the style and characteris-
tics thereof. In particular, how did the grand fairylands in these masterpieces
reflect the true dreams and desires of the authors? Also, did the authors exhibit

the same spirit as Ch’' (1 Y lan?

Key Words: Han Dynasty poetry, fairies, Ssu-ma Hsiang-ju, Yang Hsiung,
Ban-ku



