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Lonely Beauty and Beautiful Loneliness:
The Formation and Layers of Blankness in
Wang Tseng-chi’s Fiction

Ying-tai Chang*
Abstract

Blankness, as embodied in Wang Tseng-chi’s L #H fiction, is a lonely
world of self-pity and of irreconcilable reality, as well as an emancipation of a
trauma-stricken mind. Inherently aesthetic in nature, his blankness is a
freechand “literati painting” that reflects this nature, while at the same time
produces the result of a romantic ideal that eliminates pain and melancholy.
Despite of the mixed reality of both the bitter and the sweet, Wang’s works
reveal a move to find happiness amidst sorrow and a belief that things can be
achieved despite an oppressive feeling of despair.

The pendulum of Wang’s uniqueness swings back and forth between the
loneliness in desperation, and the beauty in action. With his artistic tendencies
toward pure aesthetics, Wang’s works contain peculiar observations on life, a
unique and delecate enjoyment of things, and a high level of artistic
refinement. Even though the meaning of Wang’s works is built upon a
blankness of reality and pure aesthetics, and is consoling in nature rather than
therapeutic, it has its stark limitations. Yet, from another perspective, his
uniqueness and distinctiveness that come from these limitations is what makes

Wang’s works extremely original.

* Ying-tai Chang is an associate professor in the Humanities Department at National Taiwan

University of Science and Technology.



284 TEERNTIRER 26 55 2 1

Keywords: Wang Tseng-chi{E & fH, fiction, blankness, literati paintings, pure

aesthetics



