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An Introductory Analysis of the Popularity of
Qing Dynasty Theatre Flower Guides

Cuncun Wu*
Abstract

In examining the late Qing theatre “flower guides” in relation to authorial
motivation, literary style, circles of authorships/readership, and circulation,
this paper seeks to identify the defining elements and significance of what was

a popular genre specific to the literati class in Beijing during the late Qing.

Keywords: late Qing, flower guide, literati, theatre, Beijing, popular literature
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