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On the Relationship between Ming Adherents
and Qing Officials

Xuan Li*

Abstract

For adherents of the Ming dynasty, it was very difficult to avoid
associating with Qing officials. The two groups were connected in many
aspects, such as previous friendships, family relationships, a common
enthusiasm for academic research, etc. Despite conflicting political positions,
their associations remained intact. Ming adherents even admired Qing officials
for their outstanding achievement in improving people’s living standards. Even
so, public opinion regarding their relationship added a great deal of stress to

the lives of these adherents.

Keywords: Ming dynasty adherents, turncoat officials, Qing dynasty, Gu Yanwu
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