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The Development of Zen’s Mind-Nature Thinking

Weizhong Yang"
Abstract

This article systematically researches the development of Zen’s mind-
nature thinking. | believe that the mind-nature ontologies of the various Zen
sects differ greatly, especially those between the Rulai-zen O J [0, Zushi-zen
000 and Fendeng-zen 0 O O . For instance, the mind/nature ontology of
Rulai-zen is sincere, while that of Nanzong-zen [0 [0 [0 is self-minded. Those
of Heze-zong 0 O O and Hongzhou-zong O O O are instantaneous-real-
minded, with that of Shitou-zong O [0 O is tathata-minded.

Keywords: Buddhism, Zen O, mind-nature ontology, Rulai-zen 00 0 [0,
Zushi-zenO O O

* Weizhong Yang is an associate professor at the Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University.



