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Zhads Orphan in History and Drama: Text and
Performance

Lee Chi-hsiang
Abstract

The present paper begins by describing the difference bétteedhand

“ performancg in historical narrative in terms of type and theory. It then pro-
ceeds to investigate how the narrativé @haos Orphail developed through
such texts as th8uo zhuan, Shi jandJi ju, following the narratives progres-
sion from a chroniclenarrative in tlio zhuarto an event-title in theZhaos
Housé section of theshi ji. In the latter work, it is found thaplot” and new
story’ were treated as two distinct concepts. The investigation focuses on two
major issues: 1) hdwzZhaos Orphai developed historically and emerged as a
form and title in theli ju; 2) how its narrative base and dominant consciousness
influenced later readers of t®io zhuarandShi ji. In addition, the paper also
addresses such questions as: 1) how the title-discoursezbfios Orphafi
takes on different forms in the various historical texts; 2) when antl Abaos
Orphan; in terms of performance, transformed ffomiramatic plot into

“ dramd ; 3) the difference between the adaptation of the chronicle-narrative in
the Zuo zhuannto the story in theshi ji and the adaptation of the story in the
Shi jiinto drama; 4) hotvtext’ and performanceé are similar and different,
and what point of departure to take in exploring this issue. Furthermore, the
author also examines the person Zhuang Ji, both as a historical figure and
literary character, using the treatment of Zhuang Ji irZtreezhuansShi ji, Ji ju
and Qids Performanceto explore the opposition betweearitten text and

“ visual text. In conclusion, the author reexamines the age-old quésidmat

is historical dramd, discussing the features of history and drama from the per-
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spective 6f appropriation of histofyin order to open up the possibility of new
perspectives in historical theory.
Key Words: text, performance, ZhaoOrphan, historical drama



