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Confucian Ethical Codes and Buddhism:
Research on Confucian-Buddhist Thought Interplay
in the Debate of Monks Need to Revere the King
during Eastern Jin

Chih-Chang Chi*

Abstract

During Wei-Jin and the Six Dynasties, Buddhism gradually gained in
popularity among the literati and its influenced began to be felt in politics.
Traditional Confucian teachings of roles and relationships (such as that
between monarch and courtier, father and son, etc.) came into conflict, both
tangibly and intangibly, with Buddhist thought in terms of etiquette, basic
concepts, and ideology. One of the most controversial issues at the time was
whether monks ought to revere the king (here after termed the “revere the
king” controversy). During Eastern Jin, this issue was argued over several
times, first by Yu Bing &7k and Wang Mi £i#, then by He Chong {A[#¢ and
Huan XuanfEZ. Finally, Huiyuan 2£& was able to persuade those in power
by writing “Monks Ought not Worship the Governor.”

Although the “revere the king” controversy often centered on topics such
as “honoring the king” or “protecting and maintaining the truth,” the core issue
was always how to educate the people morally: to follow the rites and
teachings of Confucianism or to practice Buddhism. This undoubtedly resulted

in parallel and equal frameworks for both ideologies. The beliefs of those

* Chih-Chang Chi is an assistant professor in the Graduate School of Chinese Studies at National

Yunlin University of Science & Technology.
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discussing the issues at hand were thus decided by the way in which they
interpreted the concepts of both Confucianism and Buddhism.

This paper attempts to delineate the ideals and ideology of both
Confucianism and Buddhism as is shown through the “revere the king”
controversy, in order to observe the way in which they progressed from
conflict to compromise, as well as to explain the significance of this issue in
the intellectual history of the Wei and Jin dynasties. Three main solutions were
the result: (1) Confucianism is the base, and Buddhism is the function, (2)
Buddhism and Confucianism both are separate, and (3) Confucianism and

Buddhism are united in aim and purpose.

Keywords: Eastern Jin, Confucian ethical codes, Confucianism, Buddhism, Neo-

. : EED
Taoism, Huiyuan £%



