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On Xunzi’s Transformation and Development of

Human Nature: From the View of 

Language and Social Aspects

Zhen-Xun Wus

Abstract

This paper attempts to answer two questions. First, is Xunzi’s�� theory

of human nature influenced by his concept of language? Second, does that

theory prove insightful in light of his concept of language, even though it is

inadequate from the viewpoint of the philosophy of subjectivity? 

Xunzi views language behavior from the aspect of social consciousness,

and advocates that subjective experience is had through and that the living

world is manifested in the language structure of term, discourse, and ruling

�<¡'Du'xG�. Based on his concept of language, this paper elucidates

Xunzi’s theory of human nature in terms of the process of socialization; in so

doing I explore the social, the cultural, and the personal significances of both

choosing and accumulative learning. In addition, I also interpret the “inner”

side of Xunzi’s thought, distinguishing his idea of social-self from that of

Mencius’�� using the concepts of incomplete sociality and complete

sociality.  

Keywords: Xunzi��, Mencius��, transformation and development of human

nature, concept of language, social-self

* Zhen-Xun Wu is an assistant professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National

Taiwan University.
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