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The Polysemy of ciah® and Its Argument Structure
in the Taiwanese Southern Min Dialect

Hsiu-shan Yan™
Abstract

The existence of polysemies, or word forms that encompass a set of
related meanings, lessens the burden language places on our memory.
Metonymies and metaphors, two mechanisms in cognitive linguistics, can be
used to account for, in some instances, the generation of polysemies. The
purpose of this paper is two-fold: first, to examine in detail the distribution of
the verb ciah® in this Taiwanese Southern Min dialect, in order to understand
how polysemies materialize in actual language use through the operation of
metonymies and metaphors, and second, to make a thorough investigation of
the issues relating to the diachronic changes, developmental patterns, and the

idiomatic usage of the word in question.

Keywords: Taiwan, Southern Min dialect, metaphor, metonymy, argument

structure, prototype theory, ciah®£
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