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Rethinking Chen Yinke’s Theories on Tang Chuangi
Studies in the Twentieth Century

Jue Chen™
Abstract

Since the publication of Lu Xun's B3\ Tung Song chuangiji FEAR{EH7T 5
and Wang Pijiang’s L8R Tangren xiaoshuo [ A/ in the 1920s, chuangi
{#ZF scholars have been making efforts to provide a definition for the genre.
However, chuangi as a genre is very difficult to define. To date, most scholars
still largely rely on Lu Xun and Wang Pijiang’s list of canonical works to
determine whether or not a certain piece of fiction is chuangi.

It would be important for scholars in the twenty-first century to continue
exploring the nature of this complex genre before a commonly accepted
definition can be found. Chen Yinke’s [ 8% research on chuangi in the 1940s
and 1950s, I would argue, can be taken as the point of departure for our effort
to further explore this genre.

This paper serves as a preliminary study on Chen Yinke’s theory on
chuangi, together with other theories on the genre. The focus of my study is on
Chen Yinke’s interpretation of the Song dynasty scholar Zhao Yanwei’s #8 = i
formula of chuangi fiction, which emphasizes the combination of historical

insight and poetic creative power with political and social criticism.

Keywords: chuangi fiction, ancient style prose, Mikhail Bakhtin, Tang
dynasty, Chen Yinke [ 8%
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