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On the Source of the New Official System of the
Northern Wei Dynasty

Dong-mei Shi

Abstract

Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei dynasty (Beiwei )

constructed a new official system different from earlier Northern Wei

emperors. This system was not a mere copy of the official system of the

Southern dynasties, as many historians have argued. It originated from the

official systems of the Han , Wei , and Western Jin (Xijin ) dynasties,

especially the latter, and was very different from the official system of the

Southern dynasties. Its influences were far-reaching, and it was the source of

the official system of the Sui and Tang dynasties.

Keywords: Northern Wei dynasty, Emperor Xiaowen , official system, Six

dynasties, Sui and Tang dynasties
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