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A Demonstration that Zheng Xuan Did Not
Alter the Text of the Yili

Tao Gu*®
Abstract

The viewpoint that the Yi/i{#%fH, one of the Confucian Classics, had been
emended by Zheng Xuan & ¥ (127-200), and that the text had been altered by
him, has been accepted for a long time. Shen Wenzhuo .3 {& overthrew this
point of view by comparing Zheng Xuan’s version with the Han dynasty
bamboo slip version of the Yili text. This article takes Shen’s viewpoint as its
starting point, and then proves it. The author combs through 551 strips of
Zheng Xuan’s version of the Yili, which contains both Old Text and New Text
elements. However, this synthesis did not begin with Zheng Xuan. This shows
that the logical premise of the conventional view that Zheng Xuan altered the
Yili is unfounded. Secondly, this study elaborates on how Shen Wenzhuo
showed that Zheng Xuan did not change or emend the text of the Yili. Lastly,
the article explores the style of diction in Zheng Xuan’s Yili annotation to
further overthrow the conventional view.

Consequently, the author’s view is that Zheng Xuan selected an already-
extant version of the Yili, and in some places in the text, added annotations
about the text, which detailed the differences between the edition he used and a
variety of other editions. The author concludes that Zheng Xuan’s additions to

the Yili come only in the form of these annotations and not in any alterations to

* Tao Gu is a lecturer in the Department of Chinese Language and Literature at Nanjing

University.
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the original text he selected.

Keywords: Han dynasty, Confucian classics, Old Text/New Text, Zheng
Xuan &l 2%, Yilif#EfS



