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Heterodox Doctrine and Techniques: The Study of
the Popularization of Sanyan and Erpai

Kuei-hui Kao™

Abstract

This article is part of a study of the popularization of Chinese vernacular
short stories in the 17" century. It focuses on texts and their relationship with
other writings in the same period. Through the study of Sanyan —F and
Erpai —$H and subjectivity summoned by texts, it examines the dialectical
thought of fiction skills and manners of the time. As aesthetic subjects, Sanyan
and Erpai form the poetic text; as moral subjects, they punish bad deeds and
praise virtues. Thus, fiction writers of Sanyan and Erpai have multiple cultural
identities. As spokesmen of the manners and morals of the time, while Ling
Mengchu #5#] expanded the content of elegant manners using Erpai; Feng
Menglong {2 4E summons his stories’ poetic subjects using Sanyan. Both are
the result of the influence of classical writings on the skill and aesthetic values
of vernacular writings. Therefore, Sanyan and Erpai take productive
subjectivity as the process of popularization, which is presented as the
complicated relationship between civilizing the masses and being influenced
by popular culture. Sanyan and Erpai contain traditions that were already
extant in mainstream culture as well as new elements that are the product of a
disorderly world. In the process of shaping history, Chinese vernacular fiction

gathers the elegant and the vulgar. Writing for the masses is the dialectic

*  Kuei-hui Kao is a professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Cheng Chi

Universty.
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between creating images for the other in one’s culture and identifying oneself

with a group.

Keywords: popularization, Sanyan — 5, Erpai —#H, vernacular short stories,

Feng Menglong #5%HE, Ling Mengchu (5:4]



