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“Little Songs’ in Baojuan of Ming-Qing Popular
Religious Sects

Xilun Che”
Abstract

Baojuan [ O (precious scrolls) of popular religious sects primarily devel-
oped from the early part of the Zhengde O O reign of the Ming to the middle
of the Kangxi era in the Qing (1500-1722). The single major feature that sets
these baojuan apart from their Buddhist predecessors as well as later popular
secular texts is the inclusion of xiaoqu O O (little songs) in their texts. This
article makes a systematic study of the way in which these songs are employed
in 52 baojuan of religions sects that the author has personally seen (a number
that includes four early Qing popular secular precious scrolls that also use little
songs). These baojuan use 223 different tunes, only 24 of which are repeated
commonly; another 175 are used between one and four times. They are quite
selective in appropriating songs from the popular repertoire. The 16th-18th
century baojuan mostly use songs rarely seen elsewhere or else they create
their own. In fact more than 80 of the tunes that are used are seen nowhere
else. Even though the little songs used in baojuan often occur in the formula-
ries of northern and southern music compiled in the Ming, they use a popular
form of singing them or else they simply use the name of the tune. The way
these little songs are put together is noted by different styles, called chongtou
lianchang O O 00 O (repeated singing of the same tune), dingge lianchang [

*  Xilun Cheisaresearch fellow in the Chinese Culture Institute at Yangzhou University.
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0 O O (singing of specific song sets), or lunchang O O (aternate singing of
two songs). The lunchang is similar to the chanda [0 0 and are most often
noted in baojuan by the term, daiguoqu 00 O O (carried-over songs). The
structure of the suites used in baojuan in this period under discussion is mostly
ayiqudaiwel O 0 OO O (one song [can be repeated] plus coda).

There are many sources for the little songs used in baojuan of religious
sects. The musical basis for these sectarian baojuan might possibly be the
shanhui O O (merit associations) or yinyuehui O [0 0 (music associations)
that still exist in agricultural communities in Hebei. These little songs in bao-
juan of religious sects provide valuable information for the study of “little
songs’ in the Ming-Qing period, and at the same time offer us an insight into
the development of other performing practices of popular culture. Earlier
scholars have neglected these “little songs’ in their works and my intent hereis
to put these sources into order so that they might draw the attention and discus-
sion that they deserve.

Keywords: Ming-Qing period, baojuan O O, xiaoqu [ O, popular religious
sects, performing arts of popular culture



