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Formosan Linguistics: Past and Future

Lillian M. Huang
Abstract

It is often considered that linguistics is a difficult subject, and Formosan
linguistics is particularly challenging. Consequently, though there are about four
hundred scholars working on linguistics in Taiwan, there are only about 20
active Formosan linguists in the country. It is well known that Formosan lan-
guages are very important, especialy since most of them are becoming extinct.
Hence, it isvital to have morelinguistsinvolved in thisfield.

The purpose of this paper is two-fold. First, MA theses and Ph.D. disserta-
tions on Formosan linguistics are presented, so as to revea current trends and
accomplishments in Formosan linguistics. Second, the expected research direc-
tion of Formosan linguistics and anticipated government assistance for this
research area are presented, in the hope that we will be entering a new era of
Formosan linguistics.

Key Words: Formosan linguistics, phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax,
sociolinguistics



