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Better than any other social science, linguistics shows...the possibility of atruly
scientific study of society.... It is peculiarly important that linguists...should
become aware of what their science may mean for the interpretation of human
conduct in general. (Sapir 1929: 214)

| believe that in the near future—in the next few generations, let us say —lin-
guistics will be one of the main sectors of scientific advance, and that in this
sector science will then win through to the understanding and control of human
conduct. (Bloomfield 1930/1970: 149)
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..there is another one in a total different domain, which | think myself is the
most interesting, or which interests me most, and that is thinking about what the
study of language has to say about questions of epistemology. That is, one can
conceive of the study of language as being one possible paradigm for the inves-
tigation of the nature of knowledge, the nature of human knowledge, and the
problems of a priori knowledge. In my view, here is where the most interesting



connections lie, but only a very small number of philosophers are interested in
these questions.l] Huybregts and van Riemsdijk 1982: 600

I think the network of connections loosely around the cognitive sciences, reach-
ing from biology to computer sciences, from psychology to parts of mathemat-
ics, from engineering to philosophy, form a pretty natural nexus. My own guess,
frankly, isthat if the kind of linguistics | am interested in survivesin the United
States, it may very likely be in that context, rather than in linguistics depart-
ments.[J Huybregts and van Riemsdijk 1982: 801
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